
Assessment and reporting 
 

        

Y7 & Y8 Mid-term and Final report 
 
What is the mid-term and final assessment? 

• In a change to government policy, National Curriculum levels are no longer used for assessment 

• Pupils will be assessed against the age related expectations in each subject for their year group 

• The age related expectations have been designed to ensure children are best placed to go on to achieve the 

new GCSE qualifications 

• This approach gives pupils, parents/carers and teachers far more detail about what has been learnt and 

where the focus should be for future learning 

• Grading is based on the depth at which the age related expectations have been learnt using the following 

scale: 

 

Emerging Expected Embedded Exceptional 

 
• The English Baccalaureate subjects (English, mathematics, science, French, Spanish, history and geography) 

have been formally assessed in the Mid-term (Spring term) Final examinations (Summer term) 

• The rest of the subjects, which tend to be more practical in nature, were teacher-assessed against age 

related expectations based on work completed in lessons 

• Each subject is broken down into criteria that we would expect a pupil to have achieved by the end of the 

year; these criteria are called age related expectations 

• Each criteria that has been taught and assessed so far this year will be given a grade. 

 
What do the individual criteria grades mean? 

 

Exceptional This criteria has been mastered. The child is working beyond expectations for their age. 

Embedded The knowledge or skill is becoming fluent and can be used effectively in different contexts. 

Expected The knowledge or skill has been learnt and can be recalled and used when prompted. 

Emerging The age related expectation has not yet been met. 

Not Tested This criteria has not been assessed at this midpoint in the year. There will be opportunities later in the year. 

 

Why is the overall grade for a subject ‘emerging’ when most of the criteria in that subject are ‘expected’ 
or better? 

The overall grade is not an average. One of the reasons the government decided to remove National Curriculum 

levels was because this single score averaged out the attainment of a pupil in a subject. This hid the skills and 

knowledge that required development as well as the skills and knowledge that a child had embedded. 
 

Holding the overall grade to criteria requiring further development ensures that we can all work together to close 

any gaps in knowledge and skills to best place a child for achieving in the new GCSE qualifications. 
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