
 

 

3rd September 2020 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I hope you have had an enjoyable summer and have managed to stay safe.  
 
We look forward to welcoming back all students into school; they have been missed. Our school is a 
special place because of the people in it, so it is no surprise that it has not felt the same without the 
whole community together.  
 
Whilst the majority of students will be excited to return, I understand that some students may be feeling 
anxious about coming back after being at home for such an extended period of time. There will be some 
aspects of school life that will be different, some of which I will explain in this letter. The staggered start 
dates for different year groups also means staff will be able to take time in Coaching to explain the 
changes to students and support them back into school.  
 
Start Dates 
Monday 7th September: Year 7 only - 11.00am start 
Tuesday 8th September: Year 7 and Year 9 only 

Wednesday 9th September: Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 only 

Thursday 10th September: All year groups 

Friday 11th September: All year groups 

 
Safety Controls 
The Government Guidance sets out five safety controls. How each of these controls are implemented 
into school settings will be context specific. How these safety controls will be implemented at Wetherby 
High School is explained below. It is important home and school work together to keep the school 
community safe.  

 ‘A requirement that people who are ill stay at home’ – if a student, or someone they live with, 
has COVID-19 symptoms please do not send them into school. You must get a COVID-19 test. If 
the result is negative you may return to school. Symptoms include: 

o High temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not 
need to measure your temperature) 

o New, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more 
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

o Loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you’ve noticed you cannot 
smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

 

 ‘Robust hand and respiratory hygiene’- there will be hand sanitiser stations at regular key locations 
around the school site. Students must hand sanitise on arrival and departure from school, before and 
after eating and when returning to lessons after break and lunchtime. Students are welcome to bring 
their own hand sanitiser to school with them.  



 
 

 

 

 ‘Enhanced cleaning arrangement’s – School is implementing enhanced cleaning of regularly touched 
surfaces and equipment.  
 

 

 ‘Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach’ – tissues will 
be available in all classrooms.  
 

 ‘Formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school 
wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable’ – 
Students will be placed in bubbles and will be based in bubble zones in the school building. Please 
see further information below.  

 

 
 

The ‘New Normal’  
Students are in the following bubbles and zones:  
Bubble A: Year 8 and Year 10 – based in A block zone 

Bubble B: Year 7 and Year 9 – based in B block zone 

Bubble C: Year 11 – based in C block zone 
 
Coaching  
Coaching is central to our school community, providing the support and belonging from a smaller group 
within the whole school community. Although we cannot be in our usual Coaching groups, students will be in 
a Coaching group with students from their bubble. We have thought carefully about how to ensure good 
communication between the students original Coach and their new Coach. This will help new Coaches get to 
know their new groups well and maintain contact with home. Your child’s original Coach will contact you 
before their first day in school to let you know who their new Coach is and their Coaching room. This will be 
where they go to Period 1 on their first back. In the first week, Coaches will take time to explain and prepare 
Coachees for the changes to the way the school operates.  
 
Arrival to school 
Period 1 will start at the usual time of 8.40am (9.00am on Mondays). On arrival, students will need to enter 
from the front of school. The back gates will not be open. There will be an entrance at the front of school for 
each bubble, staff will guide students to their entrance on arrival. Students travelling to school on buses 
must wear face masks on the buses. Students will need a plastic bag to store their face mask in when not 
wearing it.  
 
Lessons  
We are committed to providing a broad and balanced curriculum, therefore whilst students will remain in 
their bubble zones for the majority of their lessons, students will move out of their bubble zone to access 
practical subjects such as DT, Art, Food, Performing Arts and PE. As normal, students must bring the 
equipment with them that they need for the day in a pencil case: pens, green pen, pencils, rubber, ruler and 
calculator. Staff will not be able to lend out equipment, however all of these items will be available to buy 
from school via Year Managers. Students should bring a school bag to keep their belongings. Students are 
required to be in full uniform and will change into their PE kit for their PE lessons.  
 
Teachers have prepared lessons that, as always, are engaging and challenging. Students should be ready to 
accept the learning challenges they will face, knowing that their teachers and Coaches will be there to 
support them. We will continue to use Moodle to set independent work, there will be more information 
regarding these plans to follow for parents/carers. 
 



 
 

 

Moving between lessons  
Students must walk on the left-hand side of corridors when moving to lessons and should try to distance 
themselves from others where possible. Government Guidance also states that face masks are 
recommended “where the layout of the school or college estate makes it particularly difficult to maintain 
social distancing when staff and pupils are moving around the premises”. Therefore, at WHS students will be 
required to wear masks when moving along corridors from lesson to lesson and remove them at all other 
times. Please ensure your child brings an appropriate mask to school with them and a plastic bag to store 
their face mask in. According to Government Guidance, some students will be exempt from wearing face 
masks, if you think this applies to your child please contact your child’s Coach.  

 
Break and lunchtime 
At break and lunchtime students will have allocated zones outside in which to eat and socialise. 
Students will pre-order food in Coaching for the week, and students collect their food from different 
locations around the school site depending which bubble they are in. Students are welcome to bring a 
packed lunch.  
 
Year 7 students will be provided with their login details for Parentpay during the first week of school in 
September. While login details are being confirmed, please provide your child with a packed lunch for 
the first week of school in September. If your child is entitled to Free School Meals, Wetherby High 
School will provide their lunch. 
 
The plans above will be reviewed regularly to ensure we are minimising risk wherever possible, whilst 
also continuing to provide a welcoming environment. Thank you in advance for your continued support. 
By school and home continuing to work in partnership, we will be able navigate these challenging times 
effectively.  
 
Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 
 

Samantha Jefferson 
Head of School 
 
 


