“Wherever there is a human being,
there is an opportunity for kindness”
Seneca
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Nathan M in Year 9 has been ranked in the top
20 for his fencing by England Fencing in 2020

and was in contention for selection to represent
England at one of the International Events

early next year, but of course due to COVID-19
pandemic this has not been possible.
Well done Nathan.
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M R KEEN

T RH OUU SEE M
A
N
M E S S AG E
Hello Trueman House,
We are a few weeks into a New Year and new term, but we find ourselves in a familiar situation to last year... another national
lockdown. Many things are the same, working from home, social distancing, zoom meetings, lack of social contact, but we
have managed it before and will do it again. Let’s just stay positive.
It’s not the situation we want to be in, however, the start of a new year often brings
a change of mindset and new focus. It is a brilliant opportunity to create new
routines and develop our abilities and skills. I’ve started with trying to increase my
productivity and making most out of my time. Mrs McCartney will be thrilled to
hear that. Have you made any changes to your routine?
Working remotely and from home is tough, but the skills you learn throughout
this time will be with you forever. The independence and motivation you are
demonstrating is brilliant to see. I’ve seen many of you have completed all your
set work. Some of you have even asked for more. I want to say a massive well
done to the following pupils.
Year 7
Year 8
Year 9
Year 10
Year 11

Eden G, Ellie M, Mae M, Maisie S
Fatima H, Julia C, Dina Z
Dan B, Freya G, Lacey S, Jess S, Chloe W, Edwin B
Harriet S
Simran S, Archie W

My advice to you all would be to follow your new timetable on Moodle and get
into a good routine. If you feel you need support, contact staff, but just as important,
speak with your friends. They are a great source of information and support. It also
helps you keep in contact with each other and have some social time.
Exercise is important during this time; it helps with lots of things. Joe Wicks
is putting on workouts three times a week, there are activity challenges in the
Chronicle and opportunities to walk/jog/run daily. I have started walking and
added a fitness session to my day. Are you keeping active and how are you doing
it during this lockdown?
In between my days in school and work
at home, sport and Netflix are keeping
me entertained. Netflix are promising and
providing a new film is released weekly, so
if you have any recommendations on what
to watch that would be great. My Coaching
group have already told me a few.
The football is always interesting as it seems
anyone can beat whoever. We’ve seen the
magic of the FA Cup in recent weeks, *cough,
Crawley, cough* and Marine playing against
Spurs.
The next round has thrown up some interesting ties. It’s going to be tight in the Premier League but Man City are starting
to look strong.
If Chelsea don’t win it, I hope it’s City over Man United or Liverpool.
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...continued

Now to a proper sport... Cricket.
Over the Christmas period India travelled to Australia to start their cricket tour.
There has been lots of controversy and animosity between the two teams, which
is always interesting, but there has been some outstanding cricket played.
England have started their tour of Sri Lanka well with Yorkshire’s Joe Root
showing his class with a double century.
Across the pond in America, the countdown to the Super Bowl is well underway.
Will the Chiefs win it again or will there be a new champion? Fingers crossed
the Packers are victorious.
Sir Lewis Hamilton’s attempt at retaining his world championship and becoming
a world record holder starts in March, with Bahrain hosting the season opener.
This is something for Formula 1 and motor-sport enthusiast to look forward to.
There are a variety of sporting events scheduled for this year which is exciting. It
would be nice for them to bring the country together, just like England’s World
Cup efforts did a few years ago.
Keep working hard and accessing your remote learning, look after yourself and
keep safe. If you need anything, contact your coach or email your class teacher.
Mr Keen

MI S S D U NN

B RH OEU SM
N
E
R
E M E S S AG E
Hello Bremner House,
It’s a real shame that 2021 seems to have started in the same way that 2020 seemed to go, another lockdown but we must
remember that this is only temporary and the spring and a vaccine can bring us hope going forward. I also hope that you
are all managing to stay safe and are doing well with your new years resolution, if you made one?
My resolution this year was to donate
blood, I have already signed up to
donate but my appointment isn’t until
March, so I still have a while to wait
before I can tick that off my list.
I have been enjoying doing some
online yoga with Miss Alexis this
week, perhaps that could be my
second resolution – To become fitter
and more flexible!
During the Merit Assemblies last
term Mr Keen and I spoke about how
impressed we were with how well
everyone adapted to the change and
uncertainty 2020 brought us.
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I’m just as impressed with the
engagement shown last week to
online learning. So many of you have
gone above and beyond over the
past fortnight and completed huge
amounts of work remotely, I know
how challenging it can be to find the
motivation to work at home without
the direction of your teachers and
peers but the resilience shown by
students in Bremner House has been
remarkable. Keep it up!
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If you are someone who has perhaps
struggled with remote learning or
finding a routine that works for you,
please do look on Moodle at the
timetables that have been uploaded
to help you manage your time and
remember, a new week is a great start
to re-establish those good learning
routines and start afresh.
I hope you all have a lovely week and
stay safe,
Miss Dunn
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ROBINSON
H O U S E M E S S AG E
Hello Robinson House.
I hope you are all safe and well! We have had our first week back since the Christmas holidays and I know it is hard to get
back in the swing of working, especially from home, however I am very pleased to see the amount of Robinson Students
completing work around all subjects. Well done.

I hope you enjoyed your time off, there are so many of you that have worked
incredibly hard since we went back into lockdown to ensure you are closing
the gaps in your learning. The quality of the work being produced by students
is exceptional. I have also been really impressed with the level of student
engagement with Online Learning, I have constant praise from teachers
regarding how much work the students in Robinson House are doing and you
make me one very proud Head of House! If you have not begun your Online
Learning, it is not too late to start. It is a New Year so please make sure you are
producing the best work you possibly can. However, make sure you are taking
some time off to rest and refuel- spend some time with your family, go on a
nice walk or bike ride!
“PE with Joe” workouts have started again every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday at 9am. I encourage you all to give it a go and see if you can come out
of lockdown fitter than you were when it all started.
I hope you have all enjoyed the last two weeks of snow that we have had! I
heard even Mr. Keen was shovelling snow one day! Please let us know if you
had any snow or managed to build any good snowmen! You can see here
some of the views from our Robinson Coaches.
It is also great to see one of our Year 8 students with their snowman! AW, very impressive. Please let us know if you have
managed to build any and send your pictures to your coaches to send on.
I hope you are all safe and well and working hard! Please make sure you are contacting your coach and taking some time
for yourself as well as working to the best of your ability. Let me know what you have been up to and have a go at the PE
challenge in this week’s Chronicle.
Take care of yourself and Keep up the great work.
Miss Swann
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Well, here we go again, back to the future, a New Year and a new lockdown. I hope everyone is staying safe and
doing as much remote learning as you can. I see Mr. Keen has started his “PE with Joe” workouts again every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday at 9am. I encourage you all to give it a go and see if you can come out of lockdown fitter than you
were when it all started. Even I have tried it so it can’t be that hard.
It has been a strange old start to the
new term for us all. For me, recording
Math’s lessons and putting them
up on Moodle is certainly not how
I envisaged my 2021 at Wetherby
High school starting but in the
grand scheme of things this is only a
short-term challenge that we will all
overcome, we just need to be patient.
How have you all been finding the
online learning? To be honest I am
really surprised at what I am seeing
from students! The quality of the work
being produced is exceptional right
across the year groups. I have also
been really impressed with the level
of student engagement with Online
Learning, so much so that usually I
can name check one or two students
to celebrate the work they have done.
However, this time I would have to
name about one hundred and fifty
different students spread across
five different year groups. It really is
incredible! Well done to you all and
keep up the fantastic effort.
Onto the football (I won’t mention
Leeds getting humiliated by a parttime outfit in the FA Cup because
that would only upset Miss Dunn, Mr.
Hudson and Rey from my coaching
group), Man Utd are flying at the
moment, if you had told me two
months ago, we would go to Anfield
and leave three points clear at the
top of the league, I would never have
believed you.
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It has been a truly remarkable turn
around and credit must go to Ole
and the players who have pulled out
some great results while not playing
particularly well (Coming from 2-0
down to win 3-2 at West Ham is one I
love to remind Mr. King about).
For me the team to watch is Man
City, two points behind Utd with a
game in hand and playing some
lovely football they are coming in
quietly, almost under the radar.
Aguero is regaining fitness and I
believe Diaz is a tremendous signing
at the back. In my opinion they could
well emerge from the pack and go
on a run that could secure them
another Premiership title. In Rugby
Union unfortunately I see the latest
rounds of the Champions Cup have
been postponed due to COVID-19
with rumour circulating that the
competition might go straight into
the last 16. This may not be a bad
outcome as it would yield some truly
mouthwatering ties including Leinster
v Gloucester, Racing 92 v Toulon and
the all-English affair of Wasps v Exeter
Chiefs.
Spare a thought for our very own Mrs.
Cook, at long last Sheffield Utd got
a win in the league, maybe they can
perform “The Great Escape”.

Not sure if you have seen it on
the news recently but I was really
disappointed by the events I saw
unfolding in the United States two
weeks, ago regardless of how you
feel public disorder and vandalism
is never going to achieve anything
constructive. Now instead of
focusing their full efforts on fighting
the pandemic, congress are trying
to impeach Donald Trump for the
second time. There is nothing like a
distraction to make you lose focus
on what really matters or take the
softer path in life. Speaking of softer
paths, the snowy weather has really
softened up the ground around
Wetherby with lots of flooding
evident in the fields.
Finally, if you haven’t been doing
your remote learning then turnover a
fresh page and start today. If you are
someone who maybe traditionally has
not given 100% effort then it is not to
late to change that and try a different
route maybe the road less travelled
by you in the past. I can assure you it
is never too late to change and that
is an attitude that will serve you well
in the years ahead, just because you
did not do the work last year doesn’t
mean you do not do it this year!
That is all from me this week,
remember to get stuck into your
remote learning, keep an eye on the
football and stay safe.
Mr. Smith-Lynch
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Tu Bishvat

2021

Wednesday 27 January

Tu B'Shevat is the Jewish 'New Year for Trees'.
It is one of the four Jewish new years (Rosh Hashanahs).
On Tu B'Shevat Jews often eat fruits associated with the Holy Land,
especially the ones mentioned in the Torah.

Origins
Tu B'Shevat is a transliteration of 'the fifteenth of Shevat', the Hebrew date
specified as the new year for trees.

The Torah forbids Jews to eat the fruit of new trees for three years after they are planted. The fourth year's fruit was to be
tithed to the Temple.

Tu B'Shevat was counted as the birthday for all trees for tithing purposes: like the beginning of a fiscal year. It gradually

gained religious significance, with a Kabbalistic fruit-eating ceremony (like the Passover seder) being introduced during the
1600s.

Customs
Jews eat plenty of fruit on Tu B'Shevat, particularly the kinds associated with Israel. The Torah praises seven 'fruits' in
particular: wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and dates.

A short blessing is recited after eating any fruit. A special, longer blessing is recited for the
fruits mentioned in the Torah.

Jews also try to eat a new fruit, which can be any seasonal fruit that they have not tasted this

year, followed by another blessing. Hassidic Jews may also pray for a perfect etrog, a type of
citrus fruit, to use for Sukkot.

Some Jews plant trees on this day, or collect money towards planting trees in Israel.
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STANL EY DO NWOOD

Year 7
ART

Year 9
and
Year 10
ART

Year 7 have been busy collecting
recycled material for their Art
project!

GCSE Students have been
expressing themselves at home
by looking at the work of Stanley Donwood; recreating a perilous scene of a
country, or city they would rather be in right now?

They have been set the challenge of
creating an image based on the artist
Laura Benjamin, using recycled words
from wrappers, to create an image
of someone that has inspired them.
Keep up the great work!

Looking at it, I think I'm glad being at home right now!?

9

T H E

COACH I NG

C H RO NI CL E

AT

H O ME

/

IS S U E

0 9

COOKING IN LOCKDOWN
Why don’t you send in your pictures of recipes/cooking you have done during in Lockdown.
Send pictures onto your coach.

EASY RECIPES TO TRY IN LOCKDOWN
BANANA BREAD

Ingredients
• 140g butter, softened, plus extra for the tin
• 140g caster sugar
• 2 large eggs, beaten
• 140g self-raising flour
• 1 tsp baking powder
• 2 very ripe bananas, mashed
• 50g icing sugar
• handful dried banana chips, for decoration

Method
• STEP 1 - Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4.
• STEP 2 - Butter a 2lb loaf tin and line the base and sides with baking
parchment.
• STEP 3 - Cream 140g softened butter and 140g caster sugar until light
and fluffy, then slowly add 2 beaten large eggs with a little of the 140g

WINNER OF THIS WEEK'S

FRENCH
BAKE OFF

flour.
• STEP 4 - Fold in the remaining flour, 1 tsp baking powder and 2 mashed
bananas.
• STEP 5 - Pour the mixture into the prepared tin and bake for about
50 mins, or until cooked through. Check the loaf at 5-min intervals by
testing it with a skewer (it should be able to be inserted and removed
cleanly), as the time may vary depending on the shape of your loaf tin.
• STEP 6 - Cool in the tin for 10 mins, then remove to a wire rack.
• STEP 7 - Mix 50g icing sugar with 2-3 tsp water to make a runny icing.
• STEP 8 - Drizzle the icing across the top of the cake and decorate with a
handful of banana chips.

HOME COOKING
Galette de Rois by
Edwin B Year 9.

Dylan H in Year
8 has become a
MasterChef during
lockdown.
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SNOW PICTURES / WHS

LUCY M / YEAR 7

NATHA N T / YEA R 7

S U N SET F R O M W ET H ERBY HI GH

JA KE T / Y EAR 8

CONN O R S / Y EAR 8
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SNO W DAY AT W ETHERBY HIG H

CAI TL I N H / YEAR 10
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SNOW PICTURES / WHS / CONT 'D

A Smile

Smiling is infectious,
You catch it like the flu,
When someone smiled at me
today

M R S CO O K ' S P U P PY

I started smiling too.
I walked around the corner
And someone saw my grin,
When he smiled, I realised,
I’d passed it on to him.
I thought about the smile
And realised it’s worth,
A single smile like mine
could travel
Around the earth.

M A X B / Y EAR 9

L ADANI AN W / YEA R 7

MR STRA KE A ND MR W ILS ON HELPIN G
TO PUS H CA RS OUT OF THE S NOW

KA I T LY N H / Y EAR 7
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YEAR 7

QUIZ RESULTS

1st

JA RED W

2nd

M ILO I

3rd

KA IT LYN H

Well done Year 7. Some great scores here.
Great to see so many of you taking part.
Well done everyone.

Science

Outstanding

work submitted
last week,

well done and
keep up the
good work.

Miss Latchford
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ON THIS
MONTH IN

HISTORY

NATIONAL DAY’S

IN JANUARY

2nd January
National happy
mew years for
cats.

9th January 1806

Lord Nelson is buried at St. Pauls

8th January

Cathedral London.

National bubble bath day.

21st January 1846

11th January

The first edition of the Daily News

National clean your desk day.

edited by Charles Dickinson was
published.

12th January

National kiss a ginger day.

18th January

National Winnie the pooh day.

21st January

National hugging day.

24th January

National peanut butter day.

24 January 1965

Sir Winston Churchill died aged 90.

29th January 1596

Sir France Drake is laid to rest at sea.

30th January 1649

27th January

International Holocaust

Remembrance Day.

31st January

National hot chocolate day.

King Charles 1 was beheaded at
Whitehall.
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LOO
INCLUSION
PEN
TEAM
HOLDER
During the first few weeks of this new lockdown the Inclusion
Team have been working really hard, just not in the way

Why don’t you put your creative/
practical skills to the test by
making a toilet roll desk tidy?

we usually do. We'd all love to be zipping up and down the

All you need is a few loo rolls, glue,
scissors, a piece of card (maybe form a
cereal box), paint and decorations.

Starting in the first week and every two weeks after we are out

Simply cut some loo rolls down to
different sizes and glue them together to
hold your stationary.
Once the glue has dried, you could paint
or decorate it to make it personal to you.
Here are some cool examples to help you
plan your design.

tower blocks doing lesson checks and helping students out of
course, but for now this will have to do.

delivering food hampers to families all over the local area and in
Leeds. This is especially rewarding as not only do we get to see
some of the students, but also know that their family will have

extra food to eat. It can be quite a challenge to make sure we have
a good route planned. Believe me when I tell you, we have gotten
lost on several occasions.

We have students who are still in school throughout this lockdown
and our job with them is a really fun one. At break time and lunch

time we supervise the students in the dining room and have even
been learning how to do Tik-Tok dances. Miss Alexis is especially
good at them... Mr Straker, not so much. Throughout the day we

also check in on them in their classrooms and have been joining
in with PE sessions in the afternoon.

Last but not least - our plan is to visit all of our students who
haven't been in school. This is a great way to catch up with

students who we haven't been able to see and find out how their
lockdown is going. If we haven't been to your house yet, we will
be soon.

I have also been putting the Inclusion Team through their paces
in a training scheme which tests them in lots of different ways.

Kind of like the Olympics, but way more competitive. Make sure
you ask Miss Alexis how her time in the Tower Block from Hell
challenge went.

Hope to see you all soon
Mr Goodswen
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History of Wetherby High School
Wetherby High school was originally on Crossley Street, however once these
premises become too small for the school, the new site was built in 1966.

Crossley Street Primary School now
occupies the Victorian buildings of

the former secondary modern school.
The site contains a smaller number

of older buildings left over from HMS
Ceres Landship.

Over the years the school's grounds
have become considerably smaller
with land being sold off for the

redevelopment of the Horsefair

Shopping Centre and for housing
developments on McBride Way.

In the early 2010s the pre-1960s

buildings were demolished having

been replaced by newer buildings;
one built in the early 2000s in the

courtyard formerly separating the
school hall with the tower block.

Between 1944 and 1958 The Royal Navy used the site in the war the associated
female resident camp, know as HMS Ceres (Moorland) or ‘the Wrennery’.

The Wrennery became the supply and secretariat training base for the Royal
Navy and was the country’s largest land based ship.

The land before the Royal navy used it was know has Hallfield land and was
owned by the Hallfield Mansions.

Picture: large house owned by the

In the 1950’s the some of the land was sold to make a housing estate and
Hillfield Estate was built.
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NUMERACY
PAGE
40

The pictures in each row or column add
up to the number shown.

68

Can you find the value of each
picture?

85
80
68 ? 57 75 63

CRACK
2

6

5

THE

CODE

7

0 4

Has two correct digits but
neither are in the correct place.

4

2

1

5

Has one correct digit but
neither it's in the wrong place.

6 8

1

Has no correct digits.

7

4 9

Has two correct digits,
both in the correct place.
All four digits in the key are different
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Online Learning Celebration
Well done to all for your outstanding work and motivation so far with your Online Learning.
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ADAM H
Year 9 (Mr Evans)

AMELIA F
Year 7 (Mrs Moss)

BEN G
Year 9 (Mr Evans)

AKACIA B
Year 8 (Mr Jarman)

DAN M
(Mrs Atack)

BROOKE K
(Mrs Atack)

BEN E
Year 8 (Mrs Histon)

CHLOE T
Year 10 (Mr Bradford)

CHLOE W
Year 9 (Miss Swann)

DINA Z
Year 8 (Mr Tidman)

GEORGIA S
Year 10 (Mrs Moss)

HANNAH H
Year 10 (Mrs Cook)

HARRY H
Year 10 (Mr Bradford)

HOLLY C
Year 8 (Mrs Moss)

ISABEL R
Year 7 (Mr Bradford)

JAKE T
(Mrs Atack)

JOEY A
Year 10 (Mrs Moss)

LACEY M
Year 7 (Mr Bradford)

LADI S
Year 8 (Mrs Moss)

LIA B
Year 11 (Mr Bradford)
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Online Learning Celebration

LIV W
Year 11 (Mr Romer)

LUCY B
Year 10 (Mrs Histon)

LUKE G
Year 10 (Mr Bradford)

MADI B
Year 7 (Mrs Moss)

MIA H
Year 10 ( Miss Bouhricha)

MARIYAH M
Year 11 (Mr Keen)

MATTHEW L
Year 11 (Mr Bradford)

MAX B
Year 11 (Mr Bradford)

MAX B
(Mrs Atack)

MILES D
(Mrs Atack)

OZ M
Year 11 (Mr Romer)

RHIANNA C
Year 8 (Mr Bradford)

OLIVER S
Year 8 (Mr Jarman)

WILL S
Year 8 (Mr Jarman)

LUKASZ I
Year 9 ( Miss Bouhricha)

PETER H
Year 10 (Mr Oseland)

ALBERT R
Year 11 (Mr Oseland)

PURDY S S
Year 11 (Mrs Cook)

ARRAN W
Year 11 (Mrs Wislon)

SURAIYAH S
Year 11 (Mrs Wislon)

TOBY C
Year 7 ( Miss Bouhricha)
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...continued

ZAINAB N
Year 11 (Mrs Wislon)

T H E

BROOKE K		

(Mrs Atack)

JAMES B		

(Mrs Atack)

ANDY H		

(Mrs Atack)

SETH McG

Year 9

(Miss Swann)

AMELIA F

Year 7

(Mrs Moss)

ARCHIE P

Year 11

(Mrs Wilson)

ANDY H

Year 7

(Mr Bradford)

RHIANNA C

Year 8

(Mr Bradford)

COACH I NG

C H RO NI CL E

AT

H O ME

/

IS S U E

0 9

My breath came out ragged and scarce:
my lungs and entire body were cursing
me. I was sprinting as fast as my poor
legs could take me. The trees and bushes
tore apart, branches grabbed me from
all directions endeavouring to slow me

Time Travel
BY ZAINAB NAEEM

down, but I wouldn’t let them: I won’t let them take her. Nettles injected me with their poisons clawing at me-begging me to come back.
The hoots of owls and chirps of birds seemed so distant when in reality they were coming from just above me: everything felt distant. I
felt as if I were flying, the trees spinning around me in a tornado of mud, leaves and branches. Squirrels climbed oak trees in slow motion,
branching snapping underneath my feet. My hamstrings were burning, my thighs aching, my heels sore but I pushed on. This was a
matter of life and death. Death wasn’t an option. I used a precious second to glance down at my bare legs, they wore scattered bruises,
cuts and grazes decorating my pale ghostly skin. I reached down and pressed one of the cuts on my calf letting the blood roll down my
fingertip and landing in the bark: blood. I briefly shut my eyes.
There was blood. So much blood.
Everywhere.
It was like a dam had broken. Who knew
the human body contained so much
blood? The warm black substance had
quickly claimed my white shirt, staining
it. Marking it. The malodourous stench
of fresh blood and death dominated my

nostrils replacing the previous smell of
flowers and the same stupid Michael Kors
perfume she’d use every day, replacing
normality. Tears rushed down my face,
huge salty droplets blurring my vision,
thankfully blinding me. I wished to never
see again. I howled and sobbed into the
dead silent night resting my head on the
body letting the darkness slowly take over
my conscious.
There was no time to lose.
My pace gradually slowed down as the
building came into sight. I tried to brush
away some of the leaves and branches
that had attached themselves onto me
and raked my hand through my hair in a
poor attempt to look somewhat normal.
I jogged up the stairs, two at a time, and
entered the hall through the colossal
oak doors. A few people cast worried
or confused glances at me but averted
their eyes a second later, not wanting
to be caught staring. Other travellers in
black cloaks were scattered around the
hall in small clusters making small talk
with friends, family and co-workers. The
hall was built upon tonnes of brickwork
carefully structured and layered on top of
each other in order to portray itself as a
usual looking building. This was no normal
building.
There was the pearl station amidst all
the bodies, it was a small oval looking
booth with an alarm bell on top in case
of emergencies. There were the same 2
advisors in the booth as every other day
sorting out pearls as they always ware,
dealing with travellers and managing
20

the Beams. The booth could have easily
disguised itself within a local market
selling anything from chestnuts to flowers
to shoes, but this stall was much different
to those. This one changed lives, saved
lives, changed history.
Clumsily and heavy footed, I fast walked
to the booth dodging around other

travellers. I got to the booth and held
onto the edge to keep myself upright,
“one pearl for Beam 1 please.” I said
trying to sound friendly and offer a smile,
but it came out as more of a grimace,
so I dropped the act. The advisor gave a
strange look but as she had spoken to me
before so didn’t question it and simply
smiled turning around to find the right
pearl.
“So which department sent you today?”
she questioned her back still turned to
me.
“Um..th-the political crisis d-department,”
I stuttered unsurely, improvising on the
spot.
“You have a form to go with that?” She
asked turning around and placing the
pearl onto the counter of the booth. I
eyed the glittering, sparkling white pearl
glistening under the light.
“Uhm.. the-they said it was a-an
emergency.” I gulped. I would be in huge
trouble if I was caught but it was too late
to back out now, I wouldn’t of even if I
could.
“Hm okay.”
“Be careful.” She added, raising her
eyebrows. Hurriedly, I nodded my head
and picked up the precious pearl, placing
it in my palm and walking away with
unsteady feet. I made my way forwards:
towards the Beam. They weren’t called
that for no reason, the beams of lights
shot through the arc shaped “windows”
casting a blinding golden light in the
otherwise dark unfriendly hall creating
5 circular spots of magical light. Once
T H E
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I reached Beam1 I opened my clammy
hand and placed the pearl in my mouth,
gulping it down. As soon as it reached
my throat, I started to feel it. The same
tingling sensation which started at your
toes and slowly worked up towards your
head making your body feel icy cold and
burning hot simultaneous. It wasn’t an

exactly pleasant sensation, but I was used
to it now, after 30 years anyone would be.
I looked at the marble walls once more
before I was gone.
Suddenly, I was back on my street,
frantically spinning my head to check
it was the familiar potted plants, cherry
blossom trees and front drives I witnessed
everyday.
It was.
I started sprinting down the street toward
the last house on the street. I shoved my
key into the look snapping it around and
throwing the door past me as I raced
up the stairs barely registering anything
around me. I twisted the knob of her blue
beautifully battered down door with flakes
of paint peeling off.
It was locked.
I desperately pounded on the door
with my fist hysterically shouting her
name. Madly, I continuously rammed my
shoulder into the door until it flew off
its rusted hinges and fell on the other
side. My feet dragged my body into the
room and stopped- frozen in my tracks:
paralysed.
My body became numb and frozen. My
eyes expanded until they felt as if they
would fall out of their sockets. The knife
stuck out her chest like a trophy glinting
and glistening from the sunlight streaming
into the room. There was blood. So much
blood. Everywhere.
My breath came out ragged and scarce.
I was too late.
She was gone. Again.
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Book Review

Snow. Humanity's
greatest enemy?
B Y B EN R OY L AN C E / YEAR 11

Picture this, a quaint little village happily performing their daily tasks, merriment
is had, jobs are done and food is eaten. But then, HORROR, a great white sheet
falls from the heavens like an attack from god. The morning after the incident the
villagers cower in fear from this otherworldly terror; they are helpless in the face of

Coraline

this monster that has turned a picturesque life into one of the nine circles of hell.
Surely this is too terrifying to be true?

Are they insane, stupid or unkillable?

Surely this is mere fiction? WRONG!

We don’t know for sure but these brave

Amazingly 1/3 of the world is plagued

humans living in areas like Scandinavia,

by this blight from above, sometimes

by Neil Gaimann

In this fantasy-horror-adventure story,
we follow young adventure-ready

north North America and the rolling

Coraline Jones on her quest to rescue

even twice in one year! Unsurprisingly

tundra of Siberia.

this can ruin people's lives. For days

Of all these brave souls the hardiest

Other World.

at a time, cars suddenly become

must be the Russians, from the Kiev

inoperable and people are quickly

Rus to the Russian Federation these

Plenty of twists and turns take place as

rendered unable to drive, as the

possibly superhuman people have had

plague of it “being too scary” to drive

to contend with average temperatures

sweeps through the populous. Only

of –5.65°C, although it has come at a

the most robust and fearless citizens

cost, great instability. What ended the

walk the streets, staggering about like

rule of the Tsars: massive economic

zombies. Businesses grind to a halt,

inequality? No, it was snow. What

forced to worry about trivial issues like

caused the collapse of the great Soviet

“worker safety”, leaving the economy in

Union: a bloated military, a lack of light

shambles.

industry and ineffective reforms? No,

I could go on but I'm sure you get the

it was snow. Even the most resilient of

picture (in case you don’t, I'll spell it out,

her parents who are trapped in The

she navigates this strange and surreal
dimension filled with both wonderful
scenes and horrible sights, brought
to life by the vivid imagery in Neil

Gaimann's words. The most interesting
aspect of the book is the relationship
between her and her Other Mother,
an otherworld imitation of her own

mother, who is determined for Coraline
to not escape back to her own world

for her own sinister reasons. Reading

about the lengths she will go to to keep

humans have suffered for centuries at

Coraline, and the way she tries to trick

SNOW IS B A D )

the hands of snow.

Where does snow come from, what

So, now you should understand

satisfying ending to the book.

why snow, although satisfying in its

Despite the fantasy-style setting and

does it want from us and will it ever let
us live in peace? All of these questions
are yet unanswered but according to
leading experts it has been plaguing
the globe for millennia, no doubt
ruining the lives of good, hardworking
cavemen just for sick kicks. This proves
that despite what you may think our
greatest enemy is not aliens, not each
other, not even spiders, it’s snow.
Now for a history/geography lesson

and manipulate her, builds up to a very

uniformity and its potential to be

tone of the story, Neil Gaimann has

written his characters in a believable

enjoyed by small and weak minded

way, and even the Other Mother is,

children, is actually a menace and,

at times, portrayed as somewhat

to preserve our efficient lives in
picturesque villages, it might actually be
in humanity’s interests to keep driving
petrol cars, throw some more wood
on the fire, sign that new fracking deal.
Maybe one day we will be rid of this
damned snow.

sympathetic. Coraline's determined

character is summed up in the quote
“Being brave does not mean you are

not scared. Being brave means, you are
scared, but you choose to act anyway.”
A must for anyone who enjoys stories
filled with surrealism, adventure and
heroics.

about brave humans who have been

Now you can write your own review of

living in the seemingly inhospitable

Coraline and submit it to […].

parts of our globe where snow is
present ALL YEAR ROUND!
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PE Challenge
The P.E. Fitness Challenge this week is to complete the following exercises for 30 seconds*
and record how many you get. There is a Challenge table attached for the following weeks…
Can you beat your record? Can you beat members of the PE Staff?

Sit-ups

Press-ups

Squats

Star jumps

Plank

EXERCISE
Sit-ups

Press-ups

Squats

Star jumps

Plank

WEEK 1
WEEK 2
WEEK 3
WEEK 4
WEEK 5
WEEK 6
*Time how long you can record your Plank

EXERCISE
Sit-ups

Press-ups

Squats

Star jumps

Plank

Mr Keen

26

16

24

41

1min 12s

Mr King

29

23

23

43

1min 45s

Miss Swann

25

10

26

40

1min 19s

Mrs Smyth

19

9

18

39

1min 2s

Mr Bradshaw

26

26

22

42

58s

Mrs McCartney

16

6

22

40

1min 7s
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CHALLENGE
KING

RULES
3 points for a correct score
1 point for a correct result
E-PRAISE POINTS:
1st – 500 points to the House
2nd – 250 points to the House
3rd – 100 points to the House
If you beat Mr King 100 points to the House

WEEK 7

FIXTURE

23

GK

EVERTON v NEWCASTLE

2-0

CHELSEA v BURNLEY

2-0

CRYSTAL PALACE v WOLVES

1-1

MAN CITY v SHEFF UTD

3-0

WEST BROM v FULHAM

1-1

ARSENAL v MAN UTD

0-0

SOUTHAMPTON v ASTON VILLA

2-1

BRIGHTON v TOTTENHAM

0-2

LEICESTER v LEEDS

2-1

WEST HAM v LIVERPOOL

2-1
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Use this page to make notes or complete work from your packs.
T H E
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